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Dear Friends,
We want to thank you for your faithful gifts for our ministry! Please forgive me for not sending a personal note, but just once I want to send an update to enclose with our Thanksgiving card. Thank you too for your prayers on our behalf, which we need the most!
Some of my homes are a delight, with many who are touched by the Gospel message and have responded. Other homes are a struggle.   One has a large group of head-injured, drug-crippled, and "psychologically challenged" people.   There is a decreasing number of elderly in this home, as it is the only one in New England that specialize with the head-injured, and I have kept the home for the elderly needs. Now the average age of the residents is 33! At first the administrator would not let me go into the locked unit, saying that "religion would mix them up"-but with a change of administrator I am allowed to go in, and find that many have had a Christian background, and desperately long to find their way. One man-who has nine children by five women, married to only one-has responded, and daily reads Our Daily Bread, and all the materials I can give him.  He has just started working on our correspondence course, "The Way to Heaven."   I pray for a full repentance and conversion. There are some residents in the program whom I think need not be there, longing to return to their homes.   Many have been abandoned by their families who are far away and can only come at a sacrifice, and don't. I have an open opportunity to share Christ's love with a desperately needy group.
Occasionally I have a surprise that delights me.   I came to the door of Mr. Reid's room, hearing him singing softly, "...and He walks with me and He talks with me"...so I chimed in and sang the next stanzas.   He is a Christian who has been visited by the Jehovah's Witnesses and has some wrong ideas, but listens as I share with him.   When I come I start to sing a hymn, and he picks it up, to start a good witness.
I cherish my times with my two Alzheimer's groups.   How they love the hymns and the stories from the Word!   We sing three hymns (with the Sonshine tape background), and they will try anything. Recently I picked "The Lily of the Valley", telling them that it was a wonderful reminder that "I have found a friend in Jesus..."   This song has been passed over by most churches for a long time. But as we sang, I saw all thirty-three mouths singing!.   And after I preach and close the service, they clap.   I don't recall that happening in church!
May your Thanksgiving season be a special time of encouragement, remembering God's faithfulness!
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Walter Dryer
Sincerely in Christ,
